Reports of previous inventories of Minnesota are dated 1936, 1953, 1962, 1977, and 1990. Data from new inventories are often compared with data from earlier inventories to determine trends in forest resources. However, for the comparisons to be valid, the procedures used in the two inventories must be similar. As a result of our ongoing efforts to improve the efficiency and reliability of the inventory, 
RESULTS

Area
The total land area of Minnesota is 50.9 million acres (Miles et al. 1995) , of which 32 percent or 16.5 million acres are forested. 
Summary
In summary, Minnesota forest resources appear to be in good health. As additional data become available from ensuing annual inventories, a clearer picture of the direction of Minnesota forests will emerge. Additional data related to the most recent three inventories of Minnesota (1977 Minnesota ( , 1990 Minnesota ( , 2000 1936, 1953, 1962, 1977, and 1990 . 
Sampling Phases
The 2000 
